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Clergy Clatter

I

’m writing this a few hours after “Reading
the Burial Office” (the quaint term that
Episcopal clergy use for “Conducting a
Funeral”) for one of our members. For me,
a funeral doesn’t erase from my mind as I walk
out the door of the church. I ponder the
service, the life of the deceased, the family,
and even little things like the flowers on the
altar, for a long time after
the service. That’s part of
the mourning process, and
clergy mourn the deceased,
too.
Thinking about this, I
realized that in the past 25
years I have not written
about death and funerals in
Clergy Clatter, except when
one of my dogs died. But
today’s service is still
present on my mind.
In a recent conversation with one of my
doctors, we got into a discussion of our
particular jobs. He mentioned that he could not
imagine how clergy conduct funerals. He could
never do it. I told him that I could never get out
of bed every morning and do what he does,
either. And that got me thinking. I’ve always
considered “Reading the Burial Office” as one
of the gifts I can offer to the deceased, to the
family, to the parish community. I see myself
as sending the deceased on his/her way. We
are promised by the Gospel that there is
something wonderful prepared for us when we
have finished our life as we know it. I have no
idea what that is, but I really believe it’s there,
and it’s my wonderful privilege to send the soul

of the departed on to that unknown
wonder. It’s the last thing I can do for that
person, and I take it very seriously.
It’s also my privilege to help the
family get through something that they
don’t understand, and I can’t adequately
explain. In some ways, it’s a matter of
helping the family make necessary
decisions, communicate with each other,
and just get through it. Every family
reacts differently to a
death, sometimes with
a
lot
of
division,
emotion, guilt, anger,
whatever. My job is to
support
the
whole
family and help them
hold
together
and
hopefully be closer as a
family after the burial.
Well, that’s where
my head is at this
moment - a few hours
after a funeral. But the very special thing
is that within just a very few hours, I will
assist Julia as we baptize a 5 month old
child at Epiphany, about 22 hours after
the burial. The great, beautiful, and
mysterious cycle of birth, and death, and
birth, and death continues right within our
own community. That is so special to me.
If I just Read the Burial Office, or just
baptized babies, it wouldn’t be complete.
It takes both to fully feel and appreciate
the mysterious cycle of life and death.
And that’s such a big part of the
priesthood: birth, life, death, birth, life,
death; the eternal cycle of creation that
only God can understand.
Richard
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Reported pledge payments are ahead of budget.
Reported Ariel Fernandez will hand out
Halloween candy at front door of church.
Reported Mary Shaffer and Marcia Cronin will
provide Thanksgiving dinner for Tucker House
residents on Friday, Nov. 16th. Assistance
welcome.
Approved increase in insurance to provide
increased storm coverage.
Approved framing and mounting history of
Epiphany’s bell.
Approved 2019 Budget with 4% raises for all
staff.
Approved 10% of Yard Sale proceeds to
Women to Women program.
Approved Congregational Meeting and Vestry
elections during both services on Nov. 18th.
Approved bid by MJ’s to provide a midnight
breakfast buffet after the Christmas Eve service.

2019 Calendars
Liturgical calendars are
on order. They cost $5 each
and proceeds go to the altar
guild. When they arrive the
calendars will be in the
back of the church.

Lector

Chalicer

15
16
18
25
29

Lynne Pipis
Caroline Pike
Mary Shaffer
Kelly Harvey
Aaron Stein

8 Otto & Sherry Pebworth
27 Steve & Lisa Kopacz

Yard Sale

Thanks to everyone - bakers, chefs, cashiers, sorters,
markers, cleaners and shoppers who participated in the
Yard Sale. It was a grand success, in spite of inclement
weather. Let’s give a round of applause to all those
helping to make this annual event at Epiphany a
success once again! And a special word of thanks to
Carol Fernandez for coordinating the project. Excellent
job, Carol.

The genius of generosity

Kansas pastor Jack Wellman has been credited with
the insight that “there is a certain genius in
generosity.” He explains that when we open our hands
— figuratively speaking — to allow something to
pass through our fingers, rather than holding it with
tightly clenched fists, God can give us new blessings.

Worship Volunteer Schedule
Nov

2 Angela Stein
6 Robert Kidd
8 Diane Campbell
12 Richard Bridgford
14 Valerie Smith

Usher

4

B. Pritchard

A. Fernandez

A. Stein

11

A. Colburn

M. Scott

K. LaPointe

18

M. Scott

J. Cronin

D. Swain

25

J. Cronin

B. Pritchard

G. Irby

“God cannot pour more into hands that are already
clinging tightly to what they hold,” says Wellman.
Whether material goods or time, ideas or talents,
money or energy, the gifts God has given us so
generously are to be shared just as freely with others.
With our hands continually open to receive, give and
receive again, God’s genius cycle of generosity goes
on and on.

Find us on Facebook
. . . at www.facebook.com/epiphanynorfolk.

The
Holy Eucharist will be celebrated at the
Thanksgiving Day Service on Thursday,
November 22nd at 11 AM. We encourage you
to come to this beautiful service to worship
and give thanks for all the blessings the
season brings.
Following the service, Thanksgiving
Dinner will be served in the Parish Hall.
Please come, and bring your friends, family or
just yourself for good food and fellowship!
Members of Epiphany will cook the turkeys.
Everyone is asked to bring a dish to share.
Wine and cheese will be served at noon and
dinner around 12:30 PM.
Please be sure to sign up on the easel in
the Parish Hall. We need to know how many
will be in your party and what dish(es) you
will bring. There is no cost for this dinner.
Kindly sign up promptly so that we can plan
accordingly. We are limited to 60 people.

Keep up with our most current events.
Please encourage everyone to like the page
and to RSVP for the events.

Epiphany Prayer List
Kevin LaPointe
Ray Steckman
Nell Steckman
Linda Armstrong
Roger Bolen
Sheila Brinck

Jerry Cronin
Jim Fisher
Patty Poore
Mike Pipis
Dottie Isaac

Recital
On Sunday,
November 4th at 3 PM Jim Kosnik,
(organist) and Brian Nedvin (tenor) will
present a Faculty Recital followed by a
reception. If you want a special treat, join
the group from Epiphany that will be
attending. This recital is at Second
Presbyterian Church on Hampton Blvd.
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia

On Sunday, November 18th, we will hold our
Annual Congregational Meeting in lieu of the
homily at both the 8 and 11 AM services. The
budget for 2019 will be distributed and questions
answered (the Vestry approves the budget). We
will elect three new Vestry members, each for a
three year term to replace the class of 2018. Bob
Everett, Ariel Fernandez and Jackie Rochelle will
be rotating off.
Nomination forms are in the back of the
church. We need to remember that before we
nominate someone, we need his/her permission.
Also, nominees must be confirmed or received
Communicants of the parish. If you have
questions, please see Fr. Bridgford. Nomination
forms should be returned to the office by Sunday,
November 11th. It’s okay to nominate yourself!

“Friend” the diocese at www.on.fb.me/diosova.
Visit the Diocese website at www.diosova.org,
and their YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/
user/TheDioSoVa.
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November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3

Al Anon
noon-1 PM

4

5

6

7
Office open
9-noon

Holy Eucharist
8 and 11 am

8
Office open
9-3

Sunday School

9

Vestry
6:30 PM

Choir 7:00
11

12

Holy Eucharist
8 and 11 am

13

Office open
9-noon

Clericus at
Epiphany

Rowing Club
6 PM

18

19

Office open
9-noon

Holy Eucharist
8 and 11 am
Congregation
Meeting

Civic League
6:30 PM

Sunday School

25
Holy Eucharist
8 and 11 am

20

26

27
Office open
9-noon

14

15

10
Al Anon
noon-1 PM

Sorority 3:30
PM

16

Office open
9-3

17

Al Anon
noon-1 PM

Choir 7:00
21
Office open
9-3

22
Thanksgiving
Service 11AM

Office open
9-3

Christ the King

Choir 7:00

Al Anon
noon-1 PM

Dinner
Follows

Choir 7:00
28

23

29

30
Al Anon
noon-1 PM

24

